DATE

Louis Trachtman, MD, MPH
79 Versailles Blvd.
New Orleans, LA 70125-3550

RE: Docket No. 2022-074
Advisory Opinion §
&
Dear Dr. Trachtman: \}5%\ O\{s\

The Louisiana Board of Ethics (“Board”), at its April 8, 2022 meeting, cons1dere@ijou?rgqhest
for an advisory opinion as to whether the Code of Governmental EtthS\ EY g&e@‘ would
prohibit you from accepting an e-Gift certificate from the Tulane Uéﬂvvegs‘lt <School of
Medicine’s Preventive Medicine Residency Program, while you are a&rbﬁ@ employee of
the Tuberculosis Control Program (“TCP”) of the Louisiana Office- @;ﬁ)@ﬁlqﬁealth (“OPH?).

N Y
FACTS PROVIDEDQ. ~ ﬂ\@ @\\

o
You are a part-time employee of the TCP, where y(@-@\gﬂ% gﬁitq@n (16) hours per week as

Medical Director. The TCP is a program Wlt % hgé\ HQ)%an office of the Louisiana
Department of Health). The mission of the t@tg“%ﬁ(ﬁ%ct the health of the people of
Louisiana by reducing tuberculosis-related mo 113%an§amortallty in all areas of the state.
The TCP strives to reduce tuberculosis mor\‘ a,gﬂ‘ mortallty by using patient-centered,
evidence-based practices for prevention, %\d%te&tl({&‘ treatment, and education (for patients,
workplace settings, healthcare workers ﬁQﬁq@neral public).
N o

For most of your medical careerg;\%g@;egwed voluntarily, on advisory committees of the
Preventive Medicine Remdencxﬁ’ro@rayy of the Tulane University School of Medicine. You
gave up membership on thoger cgm@gﬁ%es in 2021. As a gesture of thanks for your voluntary
service, the head of the Pr@e&ﬁ%\dﬁedlcme Residency Program sent you an e-Gift Certificate
for Chewy.com for $150 %[:hls\zg‘lft could be used to purchase items online for your pet dogs.
The e-Gift Certificate Wﬁs glven to you to acknowledge your longtime membership on the
Advisory Commltteg@o tt% Tulane Preventive Medicine Residency Program. Your agency, the
TCP, does not ha&é ek)c’t‘)ntractual relationship with the Tulane School of Medicine.

S

._.

Law

La. R.S. 42:1102(2)(a)(i) defines “agency” to mean a department, office, division, agency,
commission, board, committee, or other organizational unit of a governmental entity. “Agency
of the public servant” and “his agency” when used in reference to the agency of a public servant
shall mean for public servants in the twenty principal departments of the executive branch of
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state government, the office in which such public servant carries out his primary
responsibilities.

La. R.S. 42:1115A(1) prohibits a public servant from soliciting or accepting, directly or
indirectly, any thing of economic value as a gift or gratuity from any person or from any officer,
director, agent, or employee of such person, if such public servant knows or reasonably should
know that such person has or is seeking to have a contractual, business or financial relationship
with the public servant’s agency.

ANALYSIS

Your agency is defined as the office in which you carry out your primary respons1b111t1es f
you serve one (1) of the twenty (20) principal departments of the Louisiana State exe@‘tﬁxe
branch, pursuant to La. R.S. 42:1102(2)(a)(i). The TCP is a program of the L@ﬁ

Department of Health. La. R.S. 42:1115A(1) prohibits a public servant from s&hc&l’ng or
accepting, directly or indirectly, any thing of economic value as a gift or@ra@m}@ffom any
person or from any officer, director, agent, or employee of such person; ‘%E‘sgﬂl gﬂfbllc servant
knows or reasonably should know that such person has or is seekn{ig tcﬁia%é a contractual,
business or financial relationship with the public servant’s agencyy” @m%nwersﬁy School
of Medicine does not have a contractual relationship with the I«ﬂﬁ’ wzh@h 1s your agency.

o
CONCLUSION w’é\x 6\{5
NS Q‘° Q

ot Qﬁt{)@lsed on the facts presented, the
{ coﬁ%@ate from the Preventive Medicine

gﬁ’ﬁ)@ye\e@of the TCP.

This advisory opinion is based solely on@k faéts efsoset forth herein. Changes to the facts as
presented may result in a different appﬁgajtor&of the provisions of the Louisiana Code of
Governmental Ethics. The Board 1swes n (;Rp’lmon as to past conduct or as to laws other than
the Louisiana Code of Govemméma'i Effncs the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act, the
Lobbyist Disclosure Act, an&ﬁie@coqﬁlct of interest provisions contained in the Louisiana
Gaming Control Law. If ygaﬁlewe gn}/ questions, please contact me at (800) 842-6630 or (225)
219-5600.

The Board concluded, and instructed me to info
Code does not prohibit you from accepting an
Residency Program, while you are a part-

o @
\\O ’_\Q’ \\@0
P x°
Sincerely, & &
\% \\

LOUISIANA Bo@nxéF ETHICS

S
< Qo@
LaToya D. Jordan
For the Board
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